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THOMAS Tracy, Eſq; 


One of the Knights of the Shire for the County of Glocęſter, 
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S' T E WMWͤ 


This CHARITABLE MEETING 
WIDOWS ad ORPHANS 


Poor CLERGY of the THREE DiocEsEs, 


E 
DISG OU 
Is, with the greateſt Reſpect, inſcribed by 


* 


His moſt devoted Servant, 


CHARLES BISHOP. 


S E R M ON. 


PSALM LXVIII. 4, 5: 


Sing unto God, ing Praiſes ta his Name: Extol him 
that rideth upon the Heavens by his Name FA H, and. 
rejoice before him. | 


A Father of the Fatherleſs, and a * F tlie Widows, i 
, God in his Holy Habitation.. | 


he 


— A E Pſalm before us was compoſed by. King 
ph l David, upon a very intereſting and important 
Occaſion; namely, for the Reſtoration of the 

Ark, that grand Palladium of the Welfare and 
FHappineſs of himſelf and People, to the Capital of his 
Kingdom: An Occafion, which, as it was neceſſarily pro- 
ductive of univerſal Joy and Gladneſs, ſo was it celebrated 

| 2 with 


0 ; 
with the moſt becoming Pomp and Dignity. Muſic was 
called in to aid her Siſter Art; and the ſweet Melody of 
Hael was employed to ſwell the ſublime Strains of the 
Royal Pfalmiſt to the Glory and Praiſe of the Author of 
all the Bleſſings they _— the great, the Almighty 
God of 1/7 ael. 


Nox was the Compoſition inferior to the Subject and 
Occaſion; we cannot but remark throughout the Whole, 
the moſt exact Conformity to thoſe Ideas which Creation 
ſuggeſts of the Power and Majeſty of the Deity, diſplaying 
at the ſame Time, in the moſt amiable View, that delightful 
Attribute, his Goodneſs, in order to exite our moſt fervent 
Adoration, to rouſe our r Grate, and to e our 
Feen. 5 | e | 


2 £ 


IN this View J ſhall confider the Words before us. 


Axp FIRST. —I ſhall ſhew the Reaſonableneſs of 
f offering up Praiſe and Glory to God, as a Being of 
infinite Majeſty and Power; with ſome Remarks upon 
"the nieren of Mufic to further this End. 79 


wag JeconDix,.t ſhall obſerve to 1 the 
Neceſſity of our imitating his Goodneſs and Benevo- | 
lence; with a particulat Reſpect to that beſt of 


© Eharities, which we are here aſſembled to promote. 
* | A: ND 
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AND FI RST, —I ſhall ſhew the Re of 
offering up Praiſe and Glory to God, as a W of infinite 
Majeſty and Power. 


THE Idea of Majeſty raiſes the Mind to a very exalted 


Pitch of Contemplation, when it exerciſes its Reflections upon 


that Being to whom Majeſty belongs; and a continued Increaſe 
of the poſſible Degrees of Power in this Being, excites it not 
only to contemplate, but admire : And when it proceeds 
ſill farther, and conſiders every Perfection belonging to 
him as boundleſs,. and finds its own Faculties too narrow 
to comprehend Infinity, it prudently declines the Purſuit of 
that, which muſt ever be beyond its Reach, carried on, at 
the ſame Time, by Love, as well as Wonder, to that 
ſupreme Act of the Soul, which we call Adoration, which, | 
when the Heart is ready to overflow, cannot well be ſup- | 
poſed to be abſorbed in Silence. 


INDEED, when the Heart is merely actuated by Sur- 
priſe, the Effect is frequently different, and we are at a 
Loſs for Expreſſion : If the Paſſion of Fear be at the ſame 
Time alarmed, the Faculties may poſſibly be — 
to a Degree of e : 


Bur 1 the Object of Adoration is diveſted of 
Horror, and appears in a Character which engages our 


Love, every Power of the Soul will employ itſelf with 
3 B 2 Delight. 


F 8 b 

Delight. Thoſe Paſſions, which afford Uneaſineſs and 
Diſquiet when exerciſed about Objects that of Courſe 
ſummon them to Action, will in this Caſe be calm and 
compoſed ; yielding to, and in ſhort harmonizing, thoſe 
which fill the Soul with the higheſt Senſations of Pleaſure 
and Joy. [ 


THE Reſult of this will be, that we ſhall feel every 
Incitement to give vent to theſe Senſations, and indulge 
ourſelves in the agreeable Gratification of communicating 
| thoſe Ideas to others, in the moſt pathetic Expreſſions of 

Applauſe, which, when confined only to our own Boſoms, 
were the Cauſes of fo much Self- Satisfaction ond En- 


joyment. F 7 


Ap in this View it. has the Appearance of a Social 
Duty, as by communicating Delight to others, it neceſſarily 
promotes their Happineſs ; and whatever has this agreeable 
Effect, and is in ho Reſpect inconſiſtent with the. Rules 
of Moral Rectitude, it is our Intereſt, it is our Duty to 
encourage. | 


Bu r we muſt advance one Step farther, and conſider it 
not only as a Duty which Nature directs, but of which 
Religion confirms the Reaſonableneſs. 


e 


FF - 9 

TE giving Praiſe and Glory to God can indeed in 
no Reſpect be acceptable to him, but as it is an animated 
Acknowledgment of our Dependance; and that in a more 
extenſive Degree, than the moſt humble Strains of Suppli- 
cation: Becauſe in Supplication, the Object immediately in 
View is the Succeſs of our Petitions; whereas, in acknow- : 
ledging the Supply of our Neceſſities, the Mind is directed 
to our Benefactor, with an entire Conviction of the Hand 
from which the Supply was received, and with a warm 
Diſplay of Gratitude, that moſt acceptable Duty that can 
be performed either to God or Man. 


Bur the Act of Praiſe, fimply conſidered, can neither 
occaſion Addition to, or Diminution from, an Obje& of 
infinite Perfection. When therefore the Reaſonableneſs of 


giving Praiſe and Glory to God is urged, it is not under 


the Notion of contributing any Thing to his Excellencies, 
but as it is a Declaration of the Senſe we entertain of thoſe 
Excellencies, and an humble Confeſſion of the Weakneſs 
and Imperfection of our own. 


Ir cannot well be conceived therefore, that any Perſon, 
who has the leaſt Senſe of Religion, would attempt to 
with-hold that from his Creator, which on his own Part is 
ſtrictly a Debt, to which He has a legal and -indiſputable 
Claim. And when we proceed farther, and reflect upon 


| the vaſt Variety of Obligation for every Neceſſary and 


Comfort 
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[ 10 1 
Comfort in this Life, and every Expectation in the next, 
the Reaſonableneſs of Praiſe becomes ſtill more evident, 
and opens ſo clearly and extenſively before us, as to convince. 
us that the complete Exerciſe of the Act NE the 
Power of Human Expreſſion. bbs M4 


On this Account, Men in almoſt all Ages and 
Nations have had recourſe to Muſic, and borrowed its 
additional Powers where they found their own unequal to 
the Subject. It is true indeed, we meet with ſome In- 
ſtitutions that expreſsly forbad the Uſe of Muſic, to Inſtance 
the * Egyptian; and we may well congratulate Her on the 
Prohibition: For as their Religious Syſtem was ſo wild 
and unmeaning, it would have been the loweſt Debaſement 
of ſo divine an Art to have proſtituted it to the Service of 
a vile Animal, or a ſenſeleſs Vegetable. But in Truth, 
this Prohibition was founded upon a miſtaken Notion, and 
intended to ſerve the Purpoſes of Policy rather than 
Religion. They ſuppoſed that Muſic would emaſculate 
the Mind, which perhaps they might have obſerved to 
have been the Caſe, when it had ſometimes been perverted 
to a bad Purpoſe. But if the poſſible Abuſe of a Thing 
be a ſufficient Reaſon, for its Excluſion, the Arts and 
Sciences muſt ſoon! be reduced to a very narrow 8 e, 
| and e herſelf wander a er TN” 


4 UNIVERSAL His rox v, Vol. I. 
| THESE 


[rr Dy” 
+ Tarar Lawgivers would have ated with greater Wiſ- 
dom and ſounder Policy, if, like Plato, they had rejected 
that Sort of Muſic only which had a Tendency to render 
the Mind looſe and effeminate, and have allowed and en- 
couraged hat which has always been obſerved to ſtrengthen, 
improve, and exalt it. 


MosT other Heathen Nations entertained very ſublime 


Notions of its Utility, and were particularly careful to 
make it a part of the Education of their Children : And 


we read of a * People that ſuppoſed Muſic capable of making 


ſuch advantageous Impreffions, as to attune (as it were) the 
Souls of Infants, even before their Birth. 


Bur none among the ancient Heathens ſeem to have had 


higher Ideas of it than the Grecians : They attributed its 
7 Origin to one of their greateſt and moſt amiable Deities, 
and ſuppoſed its Powers to extend farther than merely to 
exhilarate the Mind, concluding rightly that it muſt in- 
fluence their moral Conduct. 


AND 425 of their beſt + Authors on the Subject ex- 


preſsly ſays, «© That whoever he be, that ſhall give his 


« Mind to the Study of Muſic in his Youth, will be ſure 
** to applaud that which is noble and n, and to 


* The Magi. 
+ Plutarch, Har! ue tuns. WEE.» 
& rebuke 


| 
4 
J 
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cc rebuke and blame the contrary, as well in other Things 
&« as in what belongs to Muſic ; and by that Means become 
« clear from all reproachful Actions: For having reapt the 
“ nobleſt Fruit of Muſic, he may be of great Uſe, not 
« only to himſelf, but alſo to the Common- Wealth, while 
« Muſic teaches him to abſtain from- every Thing indecent 
« both in Word and Deed, and to obſerve. Decorum, 

5 e e and Regularity.“ 


| AND to ſhew us how pure and noble their Ideas were 

. of its Deſign, as well as Utility; the ſame Author declares, 
'« That the chief and ſublimeſt End of Muſic is the 
«« grateful Return of our Thanks to the Gods; and in the 
« next Place, to bring” our Minds to a ſober and har- 
« monious Turn.“ | 


- Sven were the Notions of Heathen Philoſophers, and 
ſuch the Uſes and Effects they aſcribed to Muſic, both in 
the Cultivation of their Manners, and the Exerciſe of 
their Religion. EI TP | 
LET us next conſider thoſe Diſpenſations which were 
vouchſafed, and communicated to Mankind by the Holy 
f . map of God. 


In ds 18 delivered: 17 God to Mo Ef in the Xth 
1 of NuMBERs, we find this expreſs Direction: I 
the Day of your Gladneſs, and in your ſolemn Days, and in 

AE Std * 


1 | 
the Beginning of your Months, ye ſhall blow with the Trumpets 
over the Burnt Offerings, and over the Sacrifices of your Peace 
Offerings, that they may be for a Memorial to you Fon 
your God. 2 
Tuzss Sacrifices (as the learned Biſhop Patrick * 
obſerves upon the Paſſage) were Sacrifices of Thankſgiving ; 
therefore it was very proper to have them attended with 
the Sound of the Trumpet. That they may be a Memorial 
to you before your God: That is, ſays he, that He may 
graciouſly accept your Offerings, and bleſs you, when he 
| ſees his Service to be your Delight and Joy. 


Ap the Practice of ſucceeding Times, particularly of 
King David, who attended and aſſiſted at the Service of 
God with his Harp, and of Solomon at the Dedication; of 
the Temple, ſufficiently confirms the Propriety of ſuch 
Exerciſes, upon Occaſions of Feſtivity and of giving Praiſe 
and Glory to God. . 


| I the Days of Solomon there was ah eſtabliſhed Band of 
Vocal and Inſtrumental Performers; and that this Appoint- 
ment was well pleafing to the Lord, is evident from a 
_ Paſſage in the Vth Chapter of the Second Book of 
| CHRONICLEs, where it is ſaid, that, JYhen they lift up their 


Vid. Patrick in Loc. 


0 Voice 


(247 


Voice with the 7 rumpets, and Cymbals, and Inflruments of 
Mufic, and praiſed the Lord, ſaying, For he is good, for his 
Mercy endureth for euer; that then the Houſe was filled with 
2 Cloud, even tlie Houſe of the Lord; or, as the before- 
mentioned Commentator obſerves, with the Cloud of the 
Houſe of the Lord, that is, the Cloud that was wont to be 

in the moſt Holy Place, and was the Token of the 
gracious Preſence and Favour of the Divine Majeſty 
non. them. 


tees c en ſtrictly enjoined in the Service of 
God in the Fewj/h Religion, and viſibly favoured with the. 
Divine Approbation: Nor can it be ſuppoſed to be improper | 
in that glorious: Diſpenſation vouchſafed to us by Jeſus 
Chriſt. Had it been ſo, he certainly would have warned 
his Followers againſt it; whereas, on the Contrary, 
we have one Inſtance of his nenen it dee his 
Example. 1 : 


Fox when He and his 8 were afſembled 8 
immediately before his Paſſion, we are told, that, * When 
they" lad fung an Hymn, they went out into the Mount of 
Olives. The Circumſtances of our Bleſſed Lord and his 


Diſeiples, when on Earth, were ſuch as would not admit 
of a more magnificent Method of Praiſe, than that of 


* MaTTHEw, XXVI. 30, 
* 8 | finging 


C13] 
finging an Hymn; but when the Church was enlarged, 
and Nations were converted to Chriſtianity, it is no 
Wonder that Mufic was encouraged to celebrate mw united 
Praiſes of Creation and Redemption, 


IN ſhort, 1 W395 the more eſpecial Duty of Chriſtians, 
as their Obligations were infinitely greater than thoſe of any 
other People, to diſcover their Senſe of them in the moſt 
expreſſive Methods of Thankſgiving, and to call in thoſe 
Aſſiſtances which Providence had before approved, and 
which ſeem particularly adapted to the Nature and Spirit 
of Chriſtianity, For as our Holy Religion aims principally 
at the Reformation of the Heart, Muſic can be no un- 
welcome Handmaid to promote this bleſſed Deſign ; be- 
cauſe ſacred Harmony in particular, ſeems calculated to 
allay the turbulent and diſorderly Paſſions, to awaken the 
generous and benign, and to melt the Soul to Pity, Bene- 
volence, and Love, the grand Characteriſtics of our 
Religion and its Author, who was uſhered into the World 
with the Angelic Chorus, and whoſe Life was an unvaried 
Uniſon of Glory to God in the Higheſt, and in the Earth 
Peace _ Good Will towards _ 


AND this diſcovers another good Uſe which may reſult 
from the Celebration of the Praiſes of God; for after our 
Hearts are lifted up to the Adoration. of his Perfections, 
they will more eagerly aſpire to W them, eſpecially 

| | | a a | his 
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his Goodneſs and Benevolence; the Imitation of which, 
as it will be well pleaſing in his Sight, fo will it likewiſe 

lead us on to that Perfection of our Nature, which it is 
our Duty to aim at, and will be our Happineſs to attain :_ 
Which I propoſed to conſider in the Second Place, with a 
particular View to that beſt of Charities which we arc 


here — to promote. 


TRE divine Author of our Nature has furniſhed us with 
Abilities to imitate him in his Moral Perfections, as far as 
is requiſite for our own Good on the one Hand, and the 
Comfort of our Fellow-Creatures on the other: And 
when theſe Abilities are properly employed to the utmoſt 
of our Endeavours, and agreeably to the Directions which 
our Bleſſed Redeemer has preſcribed, we may be ſaid to 


arrive at that Perfection in the Exerciſe of thoſe Virtues, "Ry 


which our confined Sphere of Action in this Life will 
admit of. For the comparative Perfections between God 


and Man muſt have Limitations allowed, as well as thoſe 


between one Man and another, according to cheir different 
Stations and Capacities. 


WHEN therefore we are called upon to imitate any of 
the Perfections of the Divine Nature, it is with a merciful 
Allowance to our own Wants and Imperfections; and 
conſequently in the Exerciſe of Charity, where the Want 


1 Affluence prevents an extenſive Exertion, there the 
internal 


We 

internal Principle will be accepted, and Men may counte- 
nance and diſcover a good Will to the relieving of Diſtreſs, 
when perhaps an allowable Prudence forbids any conſider- 
able Effort towards an actual Contribution, 


Bur where Ability, Office, or Rank is lodged, Neceſſity 
has a juſt Claim to the real Practice of Charity; and 
the more freely it is diſplayed, the more will it add to the 
Luſtre of that Body from whence it beams, and will entitle 
thoſe who exerciſe it, to the Appellation which the Pſalmiſt 
conferred upon Men of conſpicuous Eminence and Virtue, 
| that they are Gods. 


Bur the Neceſſity of imitating the Deity in his Attribute 
of Goodneſs, by diſpenſing Charity to the Needy, muſt 
certainly be acknowledged, if we conſider his Bounty to 
us, and look upon that Degree of Opulence, whatever it 
is, that we enjoy, as the Effect of his Bleſſing: For ab- 
ſtractedly conſidered from the various Succeſs which an in- 
dulgent Providence may have beſtowed, we are all in an 
equal State of Neceſſity and Dependance; and conſequently 
the Imitation of him is an Expreſſion of Gratitude for what 
has been received from his Hands. 


CHRISTIANITY farther inſtructs us, that a Man's Poſ- 
ſeſſions are not ſo entirely his own, as to exempt him from 
communicating ſome Share to thoſe who merit his Regard, 
and that a Neglect in this Point will be highly offenſive to 

| his 
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'his Redeemer, who has declared that he will take ſuch 


Affronts as done to himſelf, and will puniſh the Offenders 


with the ſevereſt Inflictions of his Reſentment. 


Tnus much for Charity in general: And with reſpect to 
this in particular, which we are now aſſembled to promote, 
what Motive can be wanting? The Objects of it are the 
Fatherleſs and Widows——of thoſe too, whoſe Character 
and Station in Lite obliged them to relieve Diſtreſs, when 
probably they were but few Removes from it themſelves ; 
but having farther Expectations of worldly Succeſs, they 
were kind and merciful beyond their Power; fearful of diſ- 
honouring God, by recommending Charity by Words only, 


and not by Works alſo. * Conſider that the forlorn Widows, 


whoſe Cauſe we have undertaken to plead, might have been 


ſuddenly bereft of all their Happineſs, and all their Hopes, 


juſt as ſome kindly Hands were held out to advance them to 
a Situation, which might not only have ſecured them from 
Poverty, but have enabled them to diſpenſe Comfort to 
others ; when the cruel Stroke of Death in an Inſtant 
blaſted their Hopes, and left them ſurrounded, not with the 
Olive- Branches of Peace and Happineſs, but with thoſe 


that, like the Branches plucked from * Polydore's Tomb, 


weep Drops of Anguiſh. In ſuch a Condition are the ad- 


ditional Cauſes of their Anxiety and Diſtreſs, namely, the 
# Rog, and thoſe that have none to help heme 


* Virgil, En. UI. 1 28. 
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Nox is their Merit to be diſregarded, who have them- 
ſelves frequently lent the ſympathizing Tear to Sorrow, and 


contributed their Mite to feed the hungry, to cloath the 
naked, and to Ru Peace to the afflicted Soul. 


InverD the avaricious Man (if any ſuch can be now pre- 
ſent) may object, that ſuch Acts were inconſiſtent with their 
Circumſtances, and conſequently that a Want of Oeconomy 
excludes ſuch Perſons from any Pretenſions to Charity; 
without conſidering the Peculiarity of their Situation, the 

Tenderneſs of Education, and a confirmed Senſe of their 
_— to God.. | 


Bur Avarice! ſpare theſe bitter Invectives. When 
Diſtreſs lifts up her Hands, and the Eye of Affliction does 
more than ſpeak, is it to fave thy Credit, or thy Riches that 
thou wouldſt ſtop the Current of Benevolence? Let it be 
which it will, thou ſhouldſt bluſh—and tremble likewite 
when thou heareſt, That that God, by whoſe Bleſſing thou. 
haſt ſwelled thy Store, condeſcends to look down with an 
Eye of Parental Pity and Regard upon the Fatherleſs,. from 
whom thy tenacious Gripe with-holds, when it is in the 
Power of thy Hand to give; and that he is a Judge of the 
Widow, he undertakes her Cauſe, will aſſert her Right, and 
redreſs her Wrongs, and will puniſh thy Abuſe of the 
Talents intruſted to thee, with never-ceafing Torment. 


Bur the generous Encouragement which has been ſhewn- 
for many Years to theſe Meetings, the glad Oblations which 
have 


[20] 
have enriched and hallowed this our Sactifice of Mercy and 
Compaſſion, preclude the Neceſſity of enlarging upon this 
Subject: And from the preſent noble and numerous Appear- 
ance, we may, I truſt, venture to preſage, that the laudable 
Emulation which has hitherto exerted itſelf upon theſe 
Dea, will ſtill maintain its wonted Vigouf, even to 


Increaſe, 


AND may thoſe lofty Strains which we have heard, ſo 
judiciouſly choſen, in ſo maſterly a Manner conducted, and 
executed with ſo much Credit to the Performers, have their 
delired Effect on your moſt benevolent Affections. Your ex- 
tenſive Bounty will, I doubt not, bear ample Teſtimony to 
their Influence, and evidence your Zeal for the Honour of 


God, and your Good Will towards Man. And give me 


Leave to recommend one Contribution upon this Occaſion, 
which is in the Power of the moſt indigent among us; 1 
mean your Prayers to the Fountain of Benevolence, That it 


may pleaſe him to de efend aud provide for the fatherleſs 


| Citron and Widows, and all that are deſolate and Pore N 


We beſeech thee te hegr us, Good Lord ! 


